The shift in the therapeutic paradigm: osseointegration.
The loss of teeth is an extremely traumatic and upsetting experience. The accompanying feelings of grief and loss are compounded by the inherent inadequacies of complete dentures. It is hardly surprising that many edentulous people and their dentists have searched long and hard for a viable alternative. This article places in perspective the shift that has occurred in the therapeutic paradigm of treatment as a result of osseointegrated implant therapy.